
April meeting

Dr. Brien Hallett will discuss
The Spark M. Matsunaga Institute for Peace

What peace studies are and how they are involved with
the community and with academia

April 27, 2008 Krauss Hall 112
10:30 a.m. University of Hawaii

Dr. Brien Hallett has been associated with the Spark M. Matsunaga Institute for Peace since it was established
in 1986. Dr. Hallett has written The Lost Art of Declaring War and edited Engulfed in War and Heiwa (peace):
peace poetry in English and Japanese. He recently completed a manuscript on presidential war powers and
contributed two chapters to the second edition of Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace, and Conflict. He’s on the
Steering Committee for the War and Peace project, based at Sokendai (Center for Advanced Studies Research)
in Hayama, Japan, which sponsors an annual workshop and summer research visits. He advises the annual
Hiroshima and Peace program, which joins 25 Japanese and 25 foreign students (six to eight from UH) for
intensive study of the atomic bombings.

Dr. Hallett has said that peace study encompasses the entirety of human activity and knowledge. The variety
of disciplines of the cooperating faculty in the peace studies program attests to this. He plans to discuss and
embellish the description below regarding the perspective and content of peace studies, the aims of the active
study of peace and activities of Institute, faculty and students in the community.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

A reminder and a supplement
The newsletter was a little earlier this month, so a

reminder about Sunday’s meeting might be
appropriate. And Hank Kocol sent me a statement
from the British Educational Guardian I thought would
be nice to share with fellow members. But the real
reason for this extra letter is to enclose the list of
members I’ve been forgetting to send.

The current list of official (that is, dues paying)
members is enclosed. This list is sent only to fellow
official members and changes and corrections will be
appreciated and added from time to time. Just let me
know at the return address on the back page.

Unfortunately, I’m a little behind with the Humanist
Perspective shows and cannot extend that list to the
end of May yet. I’ll try to get the May letter out earlier
than usual and get up to date.

I replaced the bit on Humanist Perspective in this
supplement in hopes that a new story would catch the
recipient’s eye and keep him from tossing the letter out
unread, thinking I’d just made the silly error of sending
the same thing twice.

I also changed the definition of humanism slightly
on the address page.

I hope everyone finds the membership list useful
and our association solidarity increases because of it.

By the way: If you haven’t yet checked out the
reference to Pat Condell on our website, check it out.
Condell is most perceptive, irreverent and funny about
his atheism. One can pick up considerable insights,
arguments and amusement from his various entries.
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education.guardian.co.uk, April 22, 2008
contributed by Hank Kocol

I’m printing only Dr. Dennett’s answer. If you’re interested in Lord Winston’s reply, click on the hyperlink.

Is religion a threat to rationality and science?
Prof Daniel Dennett and Lord Robert Winston present their arguments ahead of tonight's public debate

Yes, says Prof Daniel Dennett
If religion isn't the greatest threat to rationality and

scientific progress, what is? Perhaps alcohol, or
television, or addictive video games. But although
each of these scourges - mixed blessings, in fact - has
the power to overwhelm our best judgment and cloud
our critical faculties, religion has a feature of that none
of them can boast: it doesn't just disable, it honours
the disability. People are revered for their capacity to
live in a dream world, to shield their minds from factual
knowledge and make the major decisions of their lives
by consulting voices in their heads that they call forth
by rituals designed to intoxicate them.

It used to be the case that we tended to excuse
drunk drivers when they crashed because they weren't
entirely in control of their faculties at the time, but now
we have wisely inverted that judgment, holding drunk
drivers doubly culpable for putting themselves in that
irresponsible position in the first place. It is high time
we inverted the public attitude about religion as well,
finding all socially destructive acts of religious passion
shameful, not honourable, and holding those who abet
them - the preachers and other apologists for religious
zeal - as culpable as the bartenders and negligent
hosts who usher dangerous drivers on to the
highways. Our motto should be: Friends don't let
friends steer their lives by religion.

Right now, Sayed Parwez Kambakhsh, a young
student, resides on death row in Afghanistan,
sentenced to execution for committing blasphemy.
Imagine! We're living in the 21st century, and in
"liberated" Afghanistan (not Taliban Afghanistan)
blasphemy is still a capital crime. Most of the rest of
the world is tongue-tied, unwilling to tell those bent on
carrying out this barbaric sentence that they are simply
wrong, and should not thus humiliate themselves and
their traditions. Where are the peaceful
demonstrations of protest? Are people unwilling to hurt
the feelings of Muslims? We are quick to condemn
other outrages, but religious passion, genuine or
feigned, shields people from the moral judgments of
their fellow human beings, judgments to which we
should all alike be subject.

There is an unbalance in the framing of this
resolution, and Robert Winston has the worst of it. He
must try to allay a host of concerns, an unending task,
while - as everyone knows all too well - in a single
cataclysmic day my side could be proven by one
fanatical act, not that anyone would be left to cheer my
victory. Not just rationality and scientific progress, but
just about everything else we hold dear could be laid

waste by a
single
massively
deluded
"sacramental"
act. True, you
don't have to
be religious to
be crazy, but it
helps. Indeed,
if you are
religious, you
don't have to
be crazy in the
medically
certifiable
sense in order
to do
massively
crazy things. And - this is the worst of it - religious faith
can give people a sort of hyperbolic confidence, an
utter unconcern about whether they might be making a
mistake, that enables acts of inhumanity that would
otherwise be unthinkable.

This imperviousness to reason is, I think, the
property that we should most fear in religion. Other
institutions or traditions may encourage a certain
amount of irrationality - think of the wild abandon that
is often appreciated in sports or art - but only religion
demands it as a sacred duty. This might not matter if
the activities that composed religion were somewhat
insulated from the rest of the world the way they are in
sports and art. Then we could treat religious
allegiances the way we treat differences in taste: if you
have a taste for kick boxing or heavy metal bands,
that's your business. Knock yourself out, as we say,
it's only a game. Not so with religion. Its arena
includes not just the participants but all of life on the
planet. Given that, it's troubling to note how avidly
some people engage in deliberate make-believe in
order to execute the prescribed duties.

The better is enemy of the best: religion may make
many people better, but it is preventing them from
being as good as they could be. If only we could
transfer all that respect, loyalty and intense devotion
from an imaginary being - God - to something real: the
wonderful world of goodness we and our ancestors
have made, and of which we are now the stewards.

Professor Daniel Dennett is director of the Centre for
Cognitive Studies, Tufts University



Hitchens vs. Hitchens
Brothers do battle over God, politics and culture

Center for Inquiry, March 26, 2008

Grand Rapids MI - Brothers Christopher and Peter
Hitchens, both journalists and authors, couldn’t be
more different. A friend to both said, “one is a
conservative, traditionalist, church-going Anglican; the
other a liberal, louche, drinking-and-smoking atheist.”
The brothers, throughout a long estrangement and
recent reconciliation, have clashed in print on many
issues. Their first public debate on numerous topics,
from religion to Iraq, was sponsored by Grand Valley
State University’s Hauenstein Center for Presidential
Studies and the Center for Inquiry, an international
think tank promoting science and secularism.

Christopher, who works in Washington, DC, has
written 20 books including scathing critiques of Henry
Kissinger, Bill Clinton and Mother Teresa. Most
recently, he wrote a book on atheism, God is Not
Great: How Religion Poisons Everything. Younger
brother Peter works in England as a columnist for the
Mail on Sunday. He is author of The Abolition of Britain
and The Abolition of Liberty.

"We are proud to play a role in bringing Christopher
and Peter together for this debate," said Paul Kurtz,
chairman of the Center for Inquiry. "The books by the
'new atheists' have generally played a positive role,
especially in widening the parameters of critical
discourse about religion in this country. I'm sure this
debate will continue the discussion in a lively fashion."

Hitchens vs. Hitchens: On God, War, Politics, and
Culture took place 7:30 p.m., April 3, at Fountain
Street Church in Grand Rapids. Watch the entire
debate on YouTube.

The brothers
Peter Hitchens is a British journalist, author and

broadcaster. A reporter for the Daily Express for most
of his career, he left the paper in 2001 and currently
writes for the Mail on Sunday. The younger brother of
Christopher Hitchens, Peter was educated at The Leys
School, Oxford College of Further Education, and the
University of York. Peter is a confirmed communicant
member of the Church of England.

Christopher Hitchens is a British-American author,
journalist and literary critic. Currently living in
Washington DC, he has been a columnist at Vanity
Fair, The Atlantic, World Affairs, The Nation, Slate,
Free Inquiry and a variety of other media outlets.
Christopher is a political activist whose best-selling
books have made him a staple of talk shows and
lecture circuits. He is known for his ardent admiration
of George Orwell, Thomas Paine and Thomas
Jefferson, and for his excoriating critiques of Mother
Teresa, Henry Kissinger and Bill Clinton. Christopher
is an outspoken atheist and describes himself as a
believer in the Enlightenment values of secularism,
humanism and reason. God Is Not Great is his recent
best-selling book.
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HH’s Meeting Place
Room 112 Krauss Hall

HH meets the last (not the fourth) Sunday of each
month at 10:30 am at Krauss Hall, home of the Osher
Lifelong Learning Institute. Here’s how to get there.

Driving on Dole Street past the University, turn
mauka on East West Road then ewa on Correa Road.
Drive to the end and turn makai toward the circle with
the big tree.

There’s free parking on part of the circle, on the
other side of Krauss Hall and various lots around
campus. The entrance to Krauss Hall 112 is at the
Diamondhead end of the lily pond.

We’ll put up a sign by the door.

If you need transportation to the meeting, call
another Humanists Hawaii member or Dave at the
number listed above.


