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Dr. Brien Hallett will discuss

The Spark M. Matsunaga Institute for Peace
What peace studies are and how they are involved with

the community and with academia

April 27, 2008 Krauss Hall 112
10:30 a.m. University of Hawaii

Dr. Brien Hallett has been associated with the Spark M. Matsunaga Institute for Peace since it was established
in 1986. Dr. Hallett has written The Lost Art of Declaring War and edited Engulfed in War and Heiwa (peace):
peace poetry in English and Japanese. He recently completed a manuscript on presidential war powers and
contributed two chapters to the second edition of Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace, and Conflict. He’s on the
Steering Committee for the War and Peace project, based at Sokendai (Center for Advanced Studies Research)
in Hayama, Japan, which sponsors an annual workshop and summer research visits. He advises the annual
Hiroshima and Peace program, which joins 25 Japanese and 25 foreign students (six to eight from UH) for
intensive study of the atomic bombings.

Dr. Hallett has said that peace study encompasses the entirety of human activity and knowledge. The variety
of disciplines of the cooperating faculty in the peace studies program attests to this. He plans to discuss and
embellish the description below regarding the perspective and content of peace studies, the aims of the active
study of peace and activities of Institute, faculty and students in the community.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Spark Matsunaga Institute for Peace
The Spark Matsunaga Institute for Peace program

was established at UH in 1984 to carry out the vision
of US Senator Spark M. Matsunaga that “every
student enrolled in Hawai‘i’s public university will be
exposed to peace studies.” In honoring his legacy,
the institute is a center for innovation in peacemaking
leadership and conflict resolution building on Hawaii’s
cultural heritage and island values to promote cross-
cultural communication and peacemaking leadership.

As a multi-disciplinary academic community of
scholars, researchers, and students in partnership
with members of government, business, education,
and the local public, the institute seeks to educate
and train professionals and future leaders in
peacemaking and conflict resolution to address
contemporary problems in Hawai‘i, the Asia-Pacific

region, the US and the world; and use its strategic
Pacific location to bring people together in fulfilling
the university’s responsibility to provide a safe
sanctuary for civil and respectful exchange of
perspectives and ideas.

Three peace education programs
The Institute offers three peace education

programs. The Peace and Conflict Resolution major
for undergraduates, in cooperation with the Inter-
disciplinary Studies BA Program, is interdisciplinary
in nature and is concerned with the academic study
of war and other forms of violence (both direct and
structural). The major focuses on nonviolent ways to
prevent and resolve destructive conflict,
peacemaking and creating conditions necessary for
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http://www.peaceinstitute.hawaii.edu/
http://www.press.uillinois.edu/books/catalog/97wmf9rb9780252067266.html
http://www.amazon.com/Heiwa-Peace-Poetry-English-Japanese/dp/082481813X
http://www.amazon.com/Heiwa-Peace-Poetry-English-Japanese/dp/082481813X


positive peace. With the exception of four required
courses, students are free to design their own
program with the guidance of an Interdisciplinary
Studies and Institute for Peace faculty advisor;

The Certificate in Peace Studies exposes
students to the central ideas and work in the field,
and supplements study in other academic and
professional fields. It is flexibly structured,
interdisciplinary, and meant to broaden and
strengthen any major in any school. The certificate
may be taken by undergraduate and Master of Arts
graduate students in degree granting programs.
Some students may want to focus primarily on peace
studies as a personal, intellectual endeavor. Others
may be seeking a career in some area relevant to
peace studies and will use the peace certificate as a
way of enhancing their credentials and expertise.

The Graduate Certificate in Conflict Resolution for
graduate students develops personal skills not only
necessary in everyday, interpersonal conflicts with
people, but useful in a multitude of career choices.
Employers consider it an asset to possess the
expertise to recognize conflict in all its forms and to
deal with workplace situations effectively.

Students learn:
 Critical and reflective thinking skills related to

issues of social justice, diversity, human
rights, environmental sustainability, conflict
resolution, security, and peace education;

 Strategies and skills in effective goal setting
and managing desired outcomes for peace-
building at all levels, local to global;

 Creation, evaluation, and implementation of
policies relevant for sustaining conditions of
peace;

 Knowledge and practice of the major
theoretical foundations of the fields of conflict
resolution and peace studies.

Students taking these courses go on to careers in
diplomacy (including the UN and its affiliates), Third
World aid and development (research, administration,
and fieldwork), mediation services, public relations,
defense planning, management operations, industrial
relations, education (teaching and administration),
welfare and public interest work, journalism, service
industries, and, of course, the fields of peace and
conflict research, peace education, and peace
advocacy. The development of perspectives and
skills in peace, justice, and conflict resolution are
relevant in the general areas of private business, the

arts, national and international government and
nongovernmental organizations.

Bachelor’s Degree
The equivalent of an undergraduate major in

peace and conflict resolution is available through the
BA program of Interdisciplinary Studies. For
information, contact the Matsunaga Institute for
Peace or the Interdisciplinary Studies Program.
Interested students should refer to the
“Interdisciplinary Studies” section within the Colleges
of Arts and Sciences.

Certificate in Peace Studies
To receive a Certificate in Peace Studies,

students must take PACE 310 and 495, and 9 credit
hours from any of the approved course list. Courses
must be distributed between those emphasizing
conflict resolution and those emphasizing social
justice or conflict prevention. At least one course
should come from a discipline other than PACE.
Maintenance of an overall GPA of 2.5 is required in
prerequisite and certificate courses.

Certificate in Conflict Resolution
The Program on Conflict Resolution (PCR) was

established at the University in 1986, to contribute to
the early identification, research, prevention, and
peaceful resolution of conflicts. In 1996, PCR merged
with the Matsunaga Institute and the combined
entities are now officially called the Matsunaga
Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution.

The Certificate in Conflict Resolution allows
students pursuing a master’s or doctoral degree in
another area to become acquainted with conflict
resolution theory, practice, and activities. It is also
available to students seeking the certificate only and
considers unclassified students, as well as degree
students, for admission. Students enrolled in public
administration, education, law, urban and regional
planning, political science, sociology, anthropology,
geography, health, social work, environmental
science, zoology, and psychology are part of the
program, along with professionals in the community.
Students are encouraged to use the certificate
program to increase their competence in conflict
resolution as it relates to their major area of study.
The Certificate in Conflict Resolution introduces
students to the fundamentals of conflict resolution;
mediation systems; dynamics for group conflict; skills
for organizing and leading group deliberations; and
culturally appropriate dispute resolution.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

HH member Martha Martin wrote the following to the newsletter:

Enclosed is a 1989 proposal for working for peace. I’m sending it to you as a possible Humanist Hawaii
Newsletter article. It’s still urgent that ways to achieve peace be strengthened. If your University could offer
studies toward this goal, classes could cover non-violent: peaceful negotiating, resolution of conflicts, arms control
and disarmament. As a member of Humanists Hawaii, I support finding non-violent alternatives to war.

Aloha

http://www.catalog.hawaii.edu/schoolscolleges/arts-sciences/departments/is.htm


Giving Peace a Chance
by Jean Mayer in The World, May/June 1989

"Let there be peace, and let it begin with me."
If war breaks out in the next 20 to 30 years, it
will be the students of today's teachers who start it.
How can we educate these students now so that
they will create a future of peace rather than war?

I was one of 34 university presidents from state and
private institutions in Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
Canada, China, Costa Rica, France, Ghana, India,
Japan, Lebanon, Mexico, Nigeria, Paraguay, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Tunisia, the USSR
and my own US who acted on this question at an
unprecedented summit meeting in Talloires, France
last September

We shared some basic convictions about the
business of universities, and agreed that we had a
vested interest in making sure our students have a
future, that scholarship has a future, and indeed that
life on earth has a future. We sensed a shared
responsibility beyond the role of educators. We knew
that it was on university campuses, in one country or
another, that poison gas and nuclear weapons were
developed. We agreed that universities are also places
that have a special responsibility to help the human
race avoid war and any use of such weapons.

The concrete result of our conference, based on
more than two years of preparation, was an official
commitment: to educate our students in how to
conduct peaceful negotiations, how to resolve
conflicts, how to understand the technicalities of
disarmament and arms control.

This is much more than a general dedication to the
often illuminating but sometimes impractical and
diffuse "peace studies" that have grown on various
campuses in recent years. The commitment of the 34
university presidents is both (a) to a definite world goal
in numbers of students taking
– practical peace courses and (b) to a definite world
curriculum for all universities.

It is not that the whole new generation "ain't gonna
study war no more," as the song says. Rather, as the
summit commitment is implemented, a potentially
influential segment of that generation will study peace
in a more systematic, realistic way than ever before.

With the Talloires Declaration we have begun joint
activities. A small secretariat is carrying out the
directives of a steering committee. The committee has
set up a meeting of Asia-Pacific presidents for 1989
and has begun to identify an international faculty for
research and teaching.

Meanwhile, two working groups will develop and
distribute curriculum materials, hold faculty
development workshops, and design and implement
telecommunications systems and other information
technologies to support teaching and research in arms
control and conflict resolution. Working groups already

in existence brought to the
Talloires meeting two
"model" curricula, one in
arms control and one in
negotiations and conflict
management. The curricula
have a central core of
information that would be
included at every university,
and a series of "modules"
that could be added for a
longer course or adapted to
make the course relevant to
the university, the region or the culture. The University
of Uppsala group in Sweden produced extremely
useful examples of core curricula on "short-course" or
"part-course" modules, which can be introduced into
the professional curriculum for physicians, engineers,
chemists, biologists, social scientists, theologians, and
so on.

Implementation of the Talloires Declaration has
already begun. In fact, one model course was
underway before the conference took place. A Tufts
University professor and a University of Moscow
professor had prepared a course in the history of the
nuclear arms race. They had devised a common
syllabus, a common reading list, and the course had
interactive television sessions with simultaneous
translation between the two campuses. In addition, a
mid-semester visit by 75 Tufts students to the
University of Moscow was arranged. The course was a
great success. Since then two more courses have
taken place on arms control and the environment.
More are planned.

I have never forgotten something said at the end of
World War II by Dr. Brock Chisholm, eminent
Canadian psychiatrist, who became the first director
general of the World Health Organization. Dr.
Chisholm said that unless we are very careful, work
very hard, and exercise considerable imagination,
there is the greatest danger that our children will turn
into the same sort of people we are.

It is the particular responsibility of educators to try
to see that this does not happen – that our children do
not become like us at our ignorant war-prone worst but
at our informed peaceful best.

Dr. Jean Mayer (1920-93), was the tenth president of
Tufts University in Boston, serving from 1976 until
1992 Before that, he was professor of nutrition at
Harvard University and directed the UNICEF Project
on Priorities in Child Nutrition. He published over 750
scientific papers and several books about world nutri-
tion. He was a member of Kings Chapel, a Unitarian
church in Boston.



Center for Inquiry Raises Concerns over Civics Textbook
Center for Inquiry

April 7, Amherst NY -- The Center for Inquiry (CFI),
an international think tank promoting science and
secularism, released a 25-page report today detailing
what it calls “egregious errors” sufficient enough to
warrant “immediate correction,” in a widely used civics
textbook found in many secondary schools around the
country, including advanced placement courses. CFI
believes that the textbook American Government:
Institutions and Policies, 10th edition, (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Company, 2006) contains inaccurate
and misleading statements, in particular in its analysis
of global warming and certain constitutional law
issues. In response, CFI’s legal experts have analyzed
the textbook and prepared a critique that sets forth
recommended changes.

Derek Araujo, a lawyer and executive director for
CFI’s New York office, spearheaded the textbook
review project. Araujo stated that he was “surprised
and dismayed that a textbook used in advanced
placement courses would contain clearly erroneous
statements about significant issues, such as global
warming and school prayer.” Araujo recruited leading
scientists, including Stuart D. Jordan from NASA, to
provide their assessment of the book’s treatment of
global warming.

CFI’s critique focuses on six areas: the science of
global warming; the legality of school prayer; the
significance of the Supreme Court’s decision in
Lawrence v. Texas; the alleged influence of the
religious concept of “original sin” on the structure of
the Constitution; the meaning of the Establishment
Clause; and the significance of the Supreme Court’s
decision not to hear a case (what lawyers refer to as
the denial of a writ of certiorari).

Ronald A. Lindsay, CFI’s general counsel,
characterized the errors as “significant and
inexcusable. For a civics textbook to state – as this
book does – that the Supreme Court will not allow
students to pray in schools betrays either a serious

misunderstanding of the law or a willingness to have
the textbook serve as a propaganda vehicle for the
Religious Right.”

CFI maintains that it is very important for civics
students to obtain accurate information about our
Constitution, our legal system and public policy issues,
and that instructional material should be objective and
free of ideological bias.

The textbook critique was researched and written
by Araujo, Lindsay, and Jordan.

The story goes worldwide
April 10 -- The Associated Press followed through

Wednesday on a Center for Inquiry press release sent
Monday, prompting hundreds of news agencies in the
United States and abroad to pick up the story.

Notable among the more-than-250 traditional
media hits, radio show follow-up appearances and
immeasurable blog activity sparked by the release are
Fox News, MSNBC, CNN Headline News, the New
York Times, NPR, The Weather Channel, International
Herald-Tribune-France, the UK Guardian, and the
Amherst-area CBS affiliate.

The following links represent varying versions of the
story:

§ Associated Press, with at least 160 immediate April
9 pick-ups by various media: Original AP posting

§ New York Times, “A Textbook Case of Downplaying
Global Warming?” April 10, 2008.

§ International Herald Tribune, “Widely used
government textbook under fire after high school
student raises concerns,” April 9, 2008.

§ The Chronicle of Higher Education, “Student Claims
to Have Found a Textbook Case of
Conservative Bias,” April 9, 2008.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Vicious anti-atheism in Illinois
Council for Secular Humanism

Rep. Monique Davis, a Chicago Democrat and
member of the Illinois legislature, stepped egregiously
over the line when she verbally attacked atheist
activist Rob Sherman for his religious unbelief during
his testimony April 2nd to the Illinois House State
Government Administration Committee.

Sherman had been testifying against Governor Rod
Blagojevich’s plan to donate one million tax dollars to
Pilgrim Baptist Church in Chicago when Davis
launched into her diatribe asserting that atheists did
not have a right to present testimony to the legislature.

Challenging Sherman, Davis shouted, “I don’t know
what you have against God, but some of us don’t have
much against him. We look forward to him and his

blessings . . . [Your philosophy is] dangerous to the
progression of this state. And it’s dangerous for our
children to even know that your philosophy exists.”

After Sherman thanked Davis for sharing her
perspective, Davis shot back, “Get out of that seat.
You have no right to be here! We believe in
something. You believe in destroying! You believe in
destroying what this state was built upon.”

The Council for Secular Humanism is appalled by
Davis’s apparent belief that atheists and other
nonreligious individuals are not entitled to the same
rights and liberties as other citizens.

You can listen to the full exchange here courtesy of
Richard Dawkins.net.

http://www.centerforinquiry.net/
http://www.centerforinquiry.net/uploads/attachments/CFI_Textbook_Critique.pdf
http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5jbrQTGcd9yRqQEuE_5cArsv8kvcwD8VTUM501
http://www.centerforinquiry.net/newsroom/civics_textbook/
http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5jbrQTGcd9yRqQEuE_5cArsv8kvcwD8VTUM501
http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/04/10/a-textbook-case-of-downplaying-global-warming/
http://dotearth.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/04/10/a-textbook-case-of-downplaying-global-warming/
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2008/04/08/america/Disputed-Textbook.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2008/04/08/america/Disputed-Textbook.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2008/04/08/america/Disputed-Textbook.php
http://chronicle.com/news/article/4283/student-claims-to-have-found-a-textbook-case-of-conservative-bias
http://chronicle.com/news/article/4283/student-claims-to-have-found-a-textbook-case-of-conservative-bias
http://chronicle.com/news/article/4283/student-claims-to-have-found-a-textbook-case-of-conservative-bias
http://media.richarddawkins.net/audio/2008/DAVIS.mp3


The Honolulu Advertiser, April 14, 2008

Young people need to be taught
the truth

In a state with one of the highest rates of teen
pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases, there
are still some folks who don't get the message.
Comprehensive sex education reduces the number of
teens who get pregnant and/or get an STD. The play
"It Can Happen to You" is a tried-and-true way to
teach kids how to stay healthy. It's been around for 10
years and has been presented in schools all over the
Islands and the Mainland.

Young people have a right to science-based sex
education so they can make responsible decisions
about their sexual health. We have read the comment
sheets students have written after taking sex
education classes, and are very distressed about the
dangerous misinformation the kids pick up off the
streets. They appreciated getting the truth.

Parents and our community have a responsibility to
keep our young people safe and free of unwanted
pregnancy, through science-based sex education.

Phil and Dorothy Morris
Kuli'ou'ou
___________________________________________

Pew survey: non-religious outnumber
those of every single faith (but one)
Center for Inquiry

The most detailed estimate to date of Americans'
religious affiliations reports that a significant portion of
US citizens claim "none of the above," placing the
unaffiliated second only to Roman Catholics in
number. The March 3

rd
release of the 35,000

respondent US Religious Landscape Survey from the
Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life shows that
16.1% of Americans have no particular religion at all,
while 23.9% identify themselves as Catholic. The next
largest "belief group" is Evangelical Baptist at 10.8%.
All other groupings show in the single digits or less.

The study also shows the number of Americans
who identify as atheist or agnostic has risen from 3.2%
to 4%, while a "remarkably high" 44% have rejected
the religion placed on them in childhood.

"People are finding out that what they've been
handed in youth doesn't work, or isn't important
enough to defend when confronted with marriage or
some other life situation that forces them to examine
it," said Paul Kurtz, founder of the Council for Secular
Humanism. " . . . this study shows that three people
are dropping religion altogether for each one gaining a
faith."

"The breakdown is interesting, in that it
distinguishes between the vaguely religious and those
who fall squarely in the secular camp," Kurtz said. "But
I would venture to say that there is a significant
number of Americans who sympathize with
secularism, but who may still be nominal members of

religious organizations. It's apparent that a significant
percentage of the population identifies with secularism,
and I trust politicians will bear this in mind."
___________________________________________

Humanists Hawaii Officials
President: David Mielke – 836-6303

Newsletter@Hawaii.Humanists.net
Secretary: Healani Mielke – 836-6303

Newsletter@Hawaii.Humanists.net
Treasurer: Marcia Lambeth – 955-2086
Program Chair: We need a Program Chair!

WebMaster: Mike Mueller – 926-9995
WebMaster@Hawaii.Humanists.net

Newsletter Editor: David Mielke – 836-6303
Newsletter@Hawaii.Humanists.net

See scheduled events, pictures of officers and
current and archived newsletters at our website:
http://hawaii.humanists.net/
___________________________________________

HH’s Meeting Place
Room 112 Krauss Hall

HH meets the last (not the fourth) Sunday of each
month at 10:30 am. Here’s how to get there.

Driving on Dole Street past the University, turn
mauka on East West Road then ewa on Correa Road.
Drive to the end and turn makai toward the circle with
the big tree.

There’s free parking on part of the circle, on the
other side of Krauss Hall and various lots around
campus. The entrance to Krauss Hall 112 is at the
Diamondhead end of the lily pond.

We’ll put up a sign by the door.

If you need transportation to the meeting, call
another Humanists Hawaii member or Dave at the
number listed above.

http://www.centerforinquiry.net/
http://religions.pewforum.org/
mailto:Newsletter@Hawaii.Humanists.net
mailto:Newsletter@Hawaii.Humanists.net
mailto:WebMaster@Hawaii.Humanists.net
mailto:Newsletter@Hawaii.Humanists.net
http://hawaii.humanists.net/


Municipalities must reap what
they sow, say Humanists
American Humanist Association

The American Humanist Association applauded the
US Supreme Court for agreeing to hear Pleasant
Grove City v. Summum, 07-665, a free speech, equal
access case in which Summum, a religious group,
seeks to display its aphorisms in the same public park
where a Ten Commandments monument appears.

"Fair is fair," declared Mel Lipman, constitutional
law attorney and president of the AHA. "If Pleasant
Grove City, Utah, keeps its Ten Commandments
monument on the pretext of Supreme Court rulings
that allow such religious expressions on public
property when included with others, then Pleasant
Grove City will have to allow others. On the other
hand, if the city is willing to give up its Ten
Commandments monument, then it can reject the
Summum monument."

In court cases allowing Ten Commandments
monuments and crèche displays on public property,
the critical factor has always been that the monument
or display must be sufficiently mixed with other
elements. But attorneys for Pleasant Grove City argue,
"Government bodies are now sitting targets for
demands that they grant 'equal access' to whatever
comparable monuments a given group wishes to have
installed, be it Summum's Seven Aphorisms, an
atheist group's Monument to Freethought or Rev. Fred
Phelps's denunciations of homosexual persons."

"This is correct," stated AHA Executive Director
Roy Speckhardt. "When the religious right fought hard
for placing the Ten Commandments and crèche
displays on public property, they forgot to be careful
what they wished for. In our brief to the Supreme
Court, the American Humanist Association warned
against allowing religious displays on public property."

In 2004, in a Van Orden v. Perry amicus brief filed
by the AHA on behalf of itself and more than a dozen
religious and secular organizations, it was pointed out
that "Posting the Ten Commandments on public
grounds constitutes government endorsement of
certain religious sects to the exclusion of religious
minorities and nontheists." This warned of the
impossibility of accommodating every religious
expression in every public forum, arguing against the
very idea of government-sponsored religious displays.

"Now they must reap what they have sown,"
concluded Lipman.

In anticipation of a Supreme Court victory for
Summum, the AHA is now pursuing the idea of placing
stone monuments of Ted Turner's "Ten Voluntary
Initiatives" in every public park that has a legal Ten
Commandments monument. Turner was named
Humanist of the Year by the AHA in 1990 and the AHA
has publicized the humanist principles stated in what
has been called "The Ted Commandments."

March 19 WCW demonstration
against war
World Can't Wait

In Honolulu
March 19, 2pm: About 20 supporters of World Can't

Wait and AFSC-Hawaii gathered at the front of the
Army Recruiting Station on Kapiolani Blvd chanting:
"Murder, Rape, Torture, War! That's what they're
recruiting for!" Several went into the recruiting station
to deliver the eviction notice. Two 3'x4' eviction notices
were taped to the front window, along with color
photos of Iraqi war victims.

Police followed activists into the recruiting station
and urged recruiters to file trespassing charges. They
refused. Activists then sat down in front of the station's
door, effectively closing it. Supporters chalked the
sidewalk and held signs along the street. The Marine
Recruiting Station less than a block away locked its
doors and turned off its lights in an effort to escape
similar attention.

Channels 5, 8 and 9 covered the action on the
5pm, 6pm, and 10pm news that evening. They even
changed the coverage at the various news times. One
channel carried an excellent interview with Darlene
Rodrigues, whose cousin and good friend was killed in
Iraq. Another channel added a piece on the "cost" of
the war in money and lives. The 10pm news added
coverage of actions in DC and San Francisco. One
station ended by announcing that the activists would
be back on April 19th to enforce the eviction notice.

More than 50 people joined a silent candlelight vigil
organized by MoveOn in front of Honolulu Hale that
evening.

On Kauai
About 60 people gathered in front of the US Army

recruiting Office on Kuhio Highway and were greeted
with honks of support from the pau hana crowd.
(Kauai's newspaper, the Kauai Garden Island News,
also carried one of the best print articles that we've
seen in Hawaii.)

On Maui
Protesters stood at the entrance to Maui

Community College in Kahului to hold signs against
the war. Someone was even wearing an orange
jumpsuit!

Across the US
In cities and towns large and small, the 19

th
was

marked with direct action, vigils and signholdings.
More than 200 people were arrested. Streets were
shut down and lockdowns happened at the offices of
some of the major war profiteers. Groups held actions
at recruiting centers. For detailed accounts of some of
what happened, check out the World Can't Wait
website. The events in the SF Bay Area and
Washington DC, in particular, reflect an increased
spirit of defiance and resistance. The New York Times
online carried some fine photos.

http://www.americanhumanist.org/index.html
http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5hlozSC01mkE96f28Bl0KfYmSaFaAD8VON5LG0
http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5hlozSC01mkE96f28Bl0KfYmSaFaAD8VON5LG0
http://www.americanhumanist.org/publications/morain/chapter-7.html
http://www.americanhumanist.org/publications/morain/chapter-7.html
http://www.worldcantwait.org/
http://www.worldcantwait.org/
http://www.worldcantwait.org/
http://www.indybay.org/
http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2008/03/19/us/0319-PROTEST_index.html


Books that might interest Humanists
The Secular Conscience: Why Belief
Belongs in Public Life by Austin Dacey. 269
pages. Prometheus Books; March 18, 2008,
hardcover, $24.95.

Dacey is a philosopher with the Center for Inquiry
in New York City, where he serves as the United
Nations representative and a contributing editor to
Skeptical Inquirer and Free Inquiry magazines.

In The Secular Conscience, Dacey calls for a bold
rethinking of the nature of conscience and its role in
public life. Inspired by a tradition he traces to Spinoza
and John Stuart Mill, Dacey defends a secular ethic
based in the objective moral value of conscience.

Susan Jacoby, author of The Age of American
Unreason, says this book "is sorely needed at a time
when both the religious right and the religious left
claim that there can be no public or private morality
without religion. With wit and a philosopher's insight,
Dacey explains exactly why secular morality, grounded
in an ethical approach that relies on reason rather than
supernatural faith, must be restored to the public
square."

A Force of Nature: The Frontier Genius of
Ernest Rutherford by Richard Reeves. 208
pages. W.W. Norton Atlas Books; November 5, 2007,
hardcover, $23.95.

Richard Reeves, best known for his acclaimed
trilogy on the presidencies of John F. Kennedy,
Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan, moves in a
different direction with the publication of A Force of
Nature: The Frontier Genius of Ernest Rutherford, a
short biography of the physicist born on the frontier of
New Zealand, in 1871, who became, along with Albert
Einstein and Niels Bohr, one of the most famous
scientists of the "heroic age of physics."

Rutherford, director of the Cavendish Laboratory at
Cambridge University, was teacher, guide and mentor
to 11 Nobel Prizewinners, including Bohr. Using simple

tabletop experiments with copper and glass tubing,
string, and sealing wax, he became the father of
nuclear physics – "the second Isaac Newton", in
Einstein's words – by showing the atom was not the
indivisible building block of nature but was in fact
mostly vacuum surrounding a dense nucleus held
together by the most powerful force of nature.

Reeves then recreated Rutherford 1911 “scattering"
experiments that revealed the atom as we understand
it today. Then 20 years later, with young assistants, he
became the first man to split the atom, releasing the
energy that would create nuclear power – and the
atomic bomb . . . All this from a kid on the frontier who
built his first bicycle of wood.

God: The Failed Hypothesis by Victor J.
Stenger. 210 pages. Prometheus Books; April 2008,
paper, $17.95.

A paperback edition of the New York Times
bestseller features a powerful new foreword by
Christopher Hitchens, author of the #1 bestseller God
Is Not Great, plus a new postscript by Stenger in which
he addresses criticisms of the first edition.

In the foreword, Hitchens says, "with the arrival on
the scene of Victor Stenger's book, the already-revived
and extended argument for unbelief has undergone a
sort of quantitative and qualitative acceleration." He
calls Stenger's work "tough and impressive . . . a great
book . . . a huge addition to the arsenal of argument."

In God: The Failed Hypothesis Stenger contends
that, if God exists, some evidence for this existence
should be detectable by scientific means, especially
considering the central role that God is alleged to play
in the operation of the universe and the lives of
humans. Treating the traditional Judeo-Christian and
Islamic God concept like any other scientific
hypothesis, Stenger examines the evidence asserted
for God's existence and concludes that beyond a
reasonable doubt the universe and life appear exactly
as we might expect if there were no God.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

In a more serious vein . . .

Do you think that humans should search relentlessly for truth, that they feel compassion for all humankind and
determine and promote what is right?
Do you think people can live meaningful, responsible and ethical lives without the need for believing in
supernatural beings or places?
Would you like to join a group that shares your thoughts? Humanists – generally – believe these things.
If you’d like to join Humanists Hawaii, please complete and mail this form, with $25 for individual dues or $40 for
couples, to: Marcia Lambeth at 825 Coolidge St. #310 Honolulu HI 96826.

Dr/Mr/Ms _____________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________________

Phones: Home: ____________ Work: ____________ email: ___________________________________

http://www.amazon.com/Secular-Conscience-Belief-Belongs-Public/dp/1591026040
http://www.amazon.com/Force-Nature-Frontier-Rutherford-Discoveries/dp/039305750X
http://www.prometheusbooks.com/catalog/book_1867.html


The Humanist Perspective
Coming up on The Humanist Perspective on Olelo

Community Television VIEWS channel 54 Sunday
afternoons at 3:30:

“A Center and Its Friends” with Jeff Ingersoll.
Sunday, April 20, 2008
Jeff Ingersoll is a relative of Robert Green Ingersoll

and chairman of Friends of the Center for Inquiry.

“A Tribute to Thomas Paine” by Christopher
Hitchens
Sunday, April 27, 2008
Excerpt from a speech Hitchens gave to the New

York General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen.

“The Naturalism of Paul Draper”
Sunday, May 4, 2008
Paul Draper is a professor of philosophy at Purdue

University who specializes in philosophy of religion
and philosophy of science.

“Godless Physics” with Victor Stenger.
Sunday, May 11, 2008
Victor Stenger is adjunct professor of philosophy at

the University of Colorado, emeritus professor of
physics at the University of Hawaii and former
president of Humanists Hawaii.

Americans for Religious Liberty
by Edd Doerr

Humanists may differ on a number of topics, but
they are virtually unanimous in supporting the principle
of separation of church and state. That’s why two
prominent humanist leaders, Edward L. Ericson and
Sherwin Wine, founded Americans for Religious
Liberty (ARL) in March, 1982 and why humanist Edd
Dooerr has headed ARL from its start.

For 26 years ARL has been on the firing line
defending the religious neutrality of our public schools,
fighting all efforts to divert public funds to faith-based
private schools, working to defend reproductive choice
and women*s rights. ARL and the ACLU joined several
years ago in a court case in which we blocked US tax
aid to faith-based schools in other countries. Our
plaintiffs included Corliss Lamont and Isaac Asimov.

ARL has been involved in more than 70 major
church-state lawsuits, has published more than 30
books, and publishes Voice of Reason, the best and
most far-reaching source of information on church-
state issues published
today, and the only source for reviews of all the
important new books in the church-state field.

Check out our website, www.arlinc.org, and see for
yourself the important service ARL has been providing.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Huma
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Humanists Hawaii
c/o David Mielke
3033 Ala Napuaa Place #502
Honolulu HI 96818
Newsletter@Hawaii.Humanists.net
nism is a rational philosophy informed by science, inspired by art, and motivated by compassion. Free of
aturalism, it recognizes human beings as a part of nature and holds that values – be they religious, ethical,

, or political – have their source in human experience and culture.

http://www.olelo.org/
http://www.olelo.org/
http://www.arlinc.org/

