
December meeting at Krauss Hall

Relax and recapture review of 2007
and welcome to 2008

December 30, 2007 Krauss Hall 112
10:30 a.m. University of Hawaii

Gather to sip coffee – or tea – eat pastry, chat and rest briefly with friends out of the surrounding holiday
pandemonium. If you like, bring a gentle snack to share. Discuss the topics of the day, the past and future stuff of
meetings, topics in this letter, or just what comes to your mind. Relax. Then reenter society and the new year with
a rested and reasonable outlook.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

What happened at our
December solstice party
at Sans Souci Beach
by Dave Mielke

We had a fine picnic brunch December 16
at the beach in Waikiki. Despite a bit of scary
rain at the beginning and minor difficulty
caused by my failure to follow my map to Sans
Souci Beach. I got off Kalakaua Av early and
ended up slightly ewa at Queen’s Beach.
Fortunately Jim Lomont took a walk on the
beach and found Healani and me sitting under
our new Humanist Hawaii canopy. And, since
we’d set up the canopy, tables, HH banner,
etc., the members at Sans Souci , summoned
by Jim, came to use at Queen’s Beach.

And the weather turned out perfect: sun, blue sky, gentle surf . . .
I’d gotten a permit for Sans Souci, but no one checked the permit anyway. Some park employees came

around picking up rubbish and all they said was “You goin’ invite us?” Of course I said “Of course” and they
seemed pleased – although they continued working rather than joining us.

We were having pleasant and interesting discussion about various humanistic topics. And we met numerous
non-HH visitors to the park. It was a most satisfying event.

We finished off much, but not most, of the ono food that was brought, packed up and ended about 2:00 pm.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

On corporations and our world
by Gore Vidal

“The corporate grip on opinion in the United States is one of the wonders of the Western world. No First World
country has ever managed to eliminate so entirely from its media all objectivity – much less dissent."

Humanists Hawaii
NEWSLETTER December 2007

Year end edition



The Secular Coalition for America reflects on 2007
Excerpts from 2007 Year-End Report on the 110th Congress
by Lori Lipman Brown, Director, Secular Coalition for America

The Secular Coalition for America (SCA) is the
national lobby for atheists, humanists, freethinkers and
other nontheistic Americans. Our full-time Washington
lobbyist and support staff engage public policy makers
and the media to increase the visibility and
respectability of nontheists and to protect and
strengthen the secular character of our government.

In this report midway through the 110th Congress
we reflect on our accomplishments this past year and
anticipate the challenges ahead of us in 2008.

Since the Religious Right is no longer driving new
policy initiatives, we've been spared the flurry of
legislation on everything from court stripping to posting
the Ten Commandments in public spaces. These bills
are still being introduced, but the Religious Right can
no longer rely on committee chairs to move their
initiatives forward. Our focus in upcoming sessions will
be on undoing the damage inflicted during their
fourteen-year reign.

However, despite the new majority that took control
of Congress last January, legislators have so far failed
to demonstrate real leadership on some key issues
that matter to our constituency. In particular, the SCA
had hoped to see reversals, or at least de-funding, of
Religious Right programs currently in place, such as:

» abstinence-only-until-marriage sex education
» the president's faith-based initiatives
» religious school vouchers in the District of

Columbia
» RLUIPA (Religious Land Use and

Institutionalized Persons Act)

Government programs which privilege religion will
be high on our agenda in the coming months.

The SCA is working with allied organizations to
encourage the new majority to embrace its control of
Congress and find the courage to protect the
separation of church and state. We look forward to
securing commitments from both sides of the aisle to
preserve our Constitution and secular state.

The budget process and earmarks
Each fall, Congress focuses on the federal budget

and appropriations, including the insertion of earmarks
– a mechanism by which individual members of
Congress direct government funds to favored
organizations and projects. Many of these earmarks
fund projects that would never survive open debate or
public scrutiny. Therefore, earmarking is often the
preferred method for funding religious organizations.

We are pleased to report that our lobbying recently
defeated one of the more egregious earmarks.
Working with other organizations, we succeeded in
forcing Senator David Vitter (R-LA) to withdraw his
earmark for the Louisiana Family Forum, a creationist

organization planning to craft a "science" curriculum
for Louisiana public schools. That money will now be
used for science lab equipment and computers instead
of theology instruction in science classes.

Congress bans religious discrimination in
Head Start

For the first time in five years, we celebrated a
Head Start victory in the House Education and
Workforce Committee. In previous sessions, the
House passed amendments (which later died in the
Senate) to allow Head Start programs run by religious
organizations to discriminate in hiring based on
religion. This year's committee vote drew applause
from the audience, and a later effort to resuscitate the
amendment on the House floor was also defeated.
Congress passed the Head Start reauthorization with
its civil rights protections intact, and it was signed into
law by the president.

Proselytizing in the military
The SCA has met several times with members of

Congress and their staff on the growing problem of
harassment in the military of the "unchurched" (i.e.,
anyone who is not a born-again Christian). We
partnered with Mikey Weinstein's Military Religious
Freedom Foundation to distribute information about
more than 6,000 military proselytizing complaints the
Foundation has received in the past two years. We are
concerned about harassment endured by service
members and pointing out the dangerous message a
US military filled with Christian crusaders sends to the
international community.

Nontheists go public
Rep. Pete Stark went public through our contest to

identify the highest level openly nontheistic elected
official in the US, which generated hundreds of news
articles. The Coalition anticipates that his pioneering
leadership and exemplary public service will
encourage other elected officials to "come out" as
nontheists and dispel the general public's misplaced
distrust of atheists, humanists, freethinkers and other
nontheists.

In February the SCA co-hosted the Heads III
Summit with the American Humanist Association. This
is the third annual meeting of the leaders of national
atheist, humanist, freethinker and other nontheist
organizations. In 2007 over 25 organizations were
represented to exchange ideas and build collaborative
associations.

Read the entire report at the website of The Secular
Coalition of America at
http://www.secular.org/news/2007report.html.



Humanists Hawaii dues are due
Our year-long experiment soliciting donations

instead of dues is over and we’ve found the practice to
be inadequate. Hence we’ll be requiring dues for 2008
membership. We are keeping the dues at the nominal
and affordable level of $25 for individuals and $40 for
couples.

We must remember that although we are a
relatively quiet organization, we do have expenses,
rental donation for the space our friends at Osher
Lifelong Learning Institute so generously allow us to
use and this newsletter for two. Also we have food,
promotion, recognitions and occasional possessions to
consider. So please send in your 2008 dues with the
coupon on page 7 and let us create a new
membership list from the replies to this plea.
___________________________________________

The Humanist Perspective
Coming up on the HH-sponsored, Council for

Secular Humanism-created series, The Humanist
Perspective, on Olelo Community Television VIEWS
channel 54 every Sunday morning at 8:00:

“The True Believer” with Dave Puls,
humanist cartoonist

Sunday, December 23, 2007

“Humanism around the World” with Bill
Cook, International director of the Council for Secular
Humanism

Sunday, December 30, 2007

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Time change with the new year
Our HH-sponsored, CSH -created series on the Olelo
Community Television changes time with the new
year. Starting Sunday, January 6, 2008, it will be seen
on VIEWS channel 54 every Sunday afternoon at 3:30.
Upcoming shows include:

“Seeking the Historical Jesus” with Gert
Lüdemann, a radical thinker about the truth of the
bible.

Sunday, January 6, 2008

“Reconciliation and Revenge” with Trudy
Govier, a Canadian philosopher who considers
human interactions

Sunday, January 13, 2008

“Humanism on Campus” with Zachary
Miner, campus organizer for the Center for Inquiry

Sunday, January 20, 2008

If you are not on Oahu, Olelonet carries 24-hour
web streaming over channels 49, 52, 53 and 54.

Humanists Hawaii Officials
President: David Mielke – 836-6303

Newsletter@Hawaii.Humanists.net
Secretary: Healani Mielke – 836-6303

Newsletter@Hawaii.Humanists.net
Treasurer: Marcia Lambeth – 955-2086
Program Chair: We need a Program Chair!

WebMaster: Mike Mueller – 926-9995
WebMaster@Hawaii.Humanists.net

Newsletter Editor: David Mielke – 836-6303
Newsletter@Hawaii.Humanists.net

See scheduled events, pictures of officers and
current and archived newsletters at our website:
http://hawaii.humanists.net/
___________________________________________

HH’s Meeting Place
Room 112 Krauss Hall

HH meets the last (not the fourth) Sunday of each
month at 10:30 am. Here’s how to get there.

Driving on Dole Street past the University, turn
mauka on East West Road then ewa on Correa Road.
Drive to the end and turn makai toward the circle with
the big tree.

There’s free parking on part of the circle, on the
other side of Krauss Hall and various lots around
campus. The entrance to Krauss Hall 112 is at the
Diamondhead end of the lily pond.

We’ll put up a sign by the door.

If you need transportation to the meeting, call
another Humanists Hawaii member or Dave at the
number listed above.



One of our picnic discussions dealt with the necessity of religion for morality as it affects the enlightened and
the hoi polloi. This discussion brought back memories of an item written by the religion correspondent of the
British Times and included in a previous HH Newsletter. Originally published in the in The Times (UK), September
27, 2005; and also previously published by the Atlanta Freethought News. Lisa Singletary of the Humanist
Association of Las Vegas and Southern Nevada clued us in to this enlightening study.

The Times news item is printed below and this time I’m including some charts as well as an address and
hyperlink to the cited study.

Societies worse off 'when they have God on their side'
by Ruth Gledhill, Religion Correspondent for the British Times

RELIGIOUS belief can cause damage to a society,
contributing towards high murder rates, abortion,
sexual promiscuity and suicide, according to recently
published research.

According to the study, belief in and worship of God
are not only unnecessary for a healthy society but may
actually contribute to social problems.

The study counters the view of believers that
religion is necessary to provide the moral and ethical
foundations of a healthy society.

It compares the social performance of relatively
secular countries, such as Britain, with the US, where
the majority believes in a creator rather than the theory
of evolution. Many conservative evangelicals in the US
consider Darwinism to be a social evil, believing that it
inspires atheism and amorality.

The benefits of religion
Many liberal Christians and believers of other faiths

hold that religious belief is socially beneficial, believing
that it helps to lower rates of violent crime, murder,
suicide, sexual promiscuity and abortion. The benefits
of religious belief to a society have been described as
its "spiritual capital". But the study claims that the
devotion of many in the US may actually contribute to
its ills.

The paper, published in the Journal of Religion and
Society, a US academic journal, reports: "Many
Americans agree that their churchgoing nation is an
exceptional, God-blessed, shining city on the hill that
stands as an impressive example for an increasingly
sceptical world.

"In general, higher rates of belief in and worship of
a creator correlate with higher rates of homicide,
juvenile and early adult mortality, STD infection rates,
teen pregnancy and abortion in the prosperous
democracies.

"The United States is almost always the most
dysfunctional of the developing democracies,
sometimes spectacularly so."

The statistics
Gregory Paul, the author of the study and a social

scientist, used data from the International Social
Survey Programme, Gallup and other research bodies
to reach his conclusions.

He compared social indicators such as murder
rates, abortion, suicide and teenage pregnancy.

The study concluded that the US was the world's
only prosperous democracy where murder rates were
still high, and that the least devout nations were the
least dysfunctional. Paul said that rates of gonorrhea
in adolescents in the US were up to 300 times higher
than in less devout democratic countries. The US also
suffered from “uniquely high" adolescent and adult
syphilis infection rates, and adolescent abortion rates,
the study suggested.

Paul said: "The study shows that England, despite
the social ills it has, is actually performing a good deal
better than the USA in most indicators, even though it
is now a much less religious nation than America."

He said that the disparity was even greater when
the US was compared with other countries, including
France, Japan and the Scandinavian countries. These
nations had been the most successful in reducing
murder rates, early mortality, sexually transmitted
diseases and abortion, he added.

Religion and social ills
Paul said that the evidence accumulated by a

number of different studies suggested that religion
might actually contribute to social ills. "I suspect that
Europeans are increasingly repelled by the poor
societal performance of the Christian states," he
added.

He said that most Western nations would become
more religious only if the theory of evolution could be
overturned and the existence of God scientifically
proven. Likewise, the theory of evolution would not
enjoy majority support in the US unless there was a
marked decline in religious belief, Paul said.

"The non-religious, pro-evolution democracies
contradict the dictum that a society cannot enjoy good
conditions unless most citizens ardently believe in a
moral creator.

"The widely held fear that a Godless citizenry must
experience societal disaster is therefore refuted."

Check out the study in the Journal of Religion and
Society at http://moses.creighton.edu/JRS/2005/2005-
11.html.


